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The Virginia Port Authority’s green Operator, 
or “gO,” program has been recognized with this year’s environ-
mental enhancement Award from the American Association of 
Port Authorities (AAPA), a trade group representing leading 
port authorities throughout the Western Hemisphere.

gO is a voluntary diesel engine retrofit and replacement initiative 
aimed at reducing emissions coming from privately-owned 
big rigs serving The Port of Virginia. The program, which began 
in 2007, helps truck owners – individuals and firms – secure 
financing to either upgrade the emissions systems of older trucks 
or completely replace the unit.

“We’re committed to improving the air quality at our facilities and 
this program is part of a larger overall environmental commitment 
we’ve made to this community,” said Heather Wood, the VPA’s 
environmental affairs director. “gO has been embraced by the 
trucking community and we’re flattered to have been recognized 
on a national level.”

since its inception, gO has led to retrofitting or replacing 350 trucks, 
removing 20 percent of total air emissions (carbon monoxide, 

volatile organic compounds, sulfur dioxide and particulate matter) 
generated by diesel trucks serving the port.

The program continues to gain momentum. since January 2011, 
29 trucks have been replaced and five more replacements should 
be completed by year’s end; 40 new applications have been filed. 

In september William brown (pictured above with his new truck) 
took advantage of the program to purchase a 2008 Kenworth 
T-660 from Truck enterprises of Chesapeake, VA. After gO 
incentives, brown paid the bargain price of $55,000 for truck. This 
vehicle also had an APU unit that enables the interior to stay cool 
without having to idle when the driver is sleeping, an additional 
emission reduction capability. Congratulations to brown, who 
also celebrated his 30th anniversary of marriage this year and has 
served our country in the armed forces. 

each of the 350 participants in the gO program shares a similar 
win-win story — the drivers benefit from an improved truck and the 
Hampton roads environment benefits from reduced emissions.

Green Operator Program gains new participants, recognized by AAPA;  
two low-emission locomotives proving worth the investment; Environmental 
Director Heather Wood honored

VPA Continues Evironmental Efforts

william Brown (center), his wife and  

Jake Darrell of truck Enterprises, Inc.
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Heather Wood, the director of environmental 
affairs for the Virginia Port Authority, is the recipient of the  
2011 W. Wright Harrison Award, the agency’s highest honor.

The service award is presented annually by the Virginia 
Port Authority board of Commissioners to an outstanding 
employee of the agency. The award is named after the late W. 
Wright Harrison, who was a vice chairman of the VPA board; 
nominees are chosen by their peers.

As director of environmental affairs, Wood oversees all of the 
agency’s environmental programs, including its long-term 
sustainability policy. Moreover, she is responsible for securing 
federal grant money that helps to pay for many of the VPA’s 
environmental initiatives.

Wood began her career with the VPA in 2000. Her award 
was presented by Michael J. Quillen, chairman of the VPA 
board of Commissioners, at the regularly scheduled board 
meeting held september 27.

“Through Heather’s efforts, The Port of Virginia has the most 
progressive and proactive environmental program on the 
Us east Coast, and this is something to truly be proud of,” 
Quillen said.

ABOVE: In february two ultra-low emission  

locomotives went into operation at  The Port of  Virginia. 

below are actual statistics, compared to a standard 

diesel 2,000 hp locomotive, documenting the impressive 

reduction in emissions during port operations.

1. 33% reduction in fuel consumption

2. 34% reduction in greenhouse gases

3. 89% reduction in nOx

4. Average reduction in all pollutants is 86.5%  

(nOx, CO, HC, PM10)


